
Year 1 

I can make a simple inference based on what is said or done. 

I can ask questions about what something in a text means. 

Year 3 

I can make a straightforward inference based on a single 
point in the text. 

I can explore some underlying themes and ideas in an appro-
priately levelled text. 

I can respond to a text show understanding at a literal level. 

I can give reasons for actions and events using examples 
from the text. 

I can see things from a character’s point of view and com-
ment on this. 

I can use clues from action, description and dialogue to es-
tablish meaning. 

Year 5 

I can draw inferences, including about a character’s 
thoughts, feelings and motives, justifying these with evi-
dence. 

I can predict what might happen next from what is stated 
but also implied. 

I can draw upon various points in the text to make infer-
ences, referring to these.  

I can make comments based on implicit and explicit points in 
a text. 

 

 

Year 2 

I can make inferences using evidence from the text to talk 
about thoughts, feelings and actions. 

I can comment on characters and actions using what I know 
from the text. 

I can provide simple explanations about events or information 
using what I have read. 

Year 4 

I can read between the lines using clue from the text 
(action, description and dialogue) to explain the text. 

I can think about how the text could have ended differently 
and explain. 

I can empathise with characters and suggest reasons for 
their points of view. 

I can make inferences using more than one point in the text 
and my wider experience. 

I can talk about how an author builds characters through 
action, description and dialogue. 

Year 6 

I can draw inferences, including about a character’s 
thoughts, feelings and motives, justifying these with evi-
dence. 

I can predict what might happen next from what is stated 
but also implied. 

I can infer and deduce messages, moods, feelings and atti-
tudes with reference to the text. 

I can make secure deductions, rooted in evidence. 

I can identify different layers of meaning in a text. 

I can talk about relationships between different characters 
in a text using inference. 

I can talk about how different people may infer differently 
based on their experiences in reading. 
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Ways to help your child 

 Read, read, read! Reading every night with your child is very important. It allows your child to become 

more fluent when reading out loud and it can also improve their confidence.  

 Use the ‘I can’ statements on your child’s bookmark to ask them questions on what they have read to 

you.  

 Have a range of both fiction and non-fiction books or newspapers available for your child to read.  

 When out and about ask your child to read signs, notices or displays.  

 Allow your child to read for pleasure. Reading should be for enjoyment as well as for educational         

purposes.  

Reading fact of the term 

Did you know if you read just 15 minutes a day, in one year you will have read over 

1,000,000 words!  


